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Moving Spotlight 
War Industry Racketeering 
Unless the news is suppressed, Amer- 
icans will soon be hearing a great deal 
about widespread war frauds. Justice 
Department attorneys have in their files 
evidence sufficient to bring charges of 
payroll and expense account padding 
and deliberate overcharges on cost-plus 
orders against hundreds of firms. Other 
violations resorted to by unscrupulous, 
profit-greedy racketeers are diversion of 
government labor and material to the 
ersonal use of plant executives, de- 
ivery of defective material, collusion in 
letting war contracts and in the sale of 
surplus commodities, payment of ex- 
cessive prices for material and payment 
of excessive rental for equipment. 
Many millions of the taxpayers’ dollars 
have gone down the drain in this way. 


Textile Workers Unionized 

CIO forces have organized most tex- 
tile workers in the past four years. 
Steady gains in wages have amounted 
to nearly 100 per cent in many in- 
stances. Mill corporations have fought 
hard to protect their lush fields of 
cheap labor among poor whites in the 
South and foreign populations in the 
North from labor control by unions, 
but the CIO has changed all that. How- 
ever, a. great conflict between manage- 
ment and unions is expected in this 


industry when the war restrictions are 
lifted. 


The Fighters 

About 3,000,000 Yanks fought in 
Europe, compared to 400,000 British 
and 200,000 French. This fact has been 
kept rather quietly out of reach of the 
average American. 


War Retards Medical Progress 


From time to time, Between the 
Lines has pointed out that, contrary to 
popular belief, war does not stimulate 
scientific advance. Fresh evidence con- 
firming this fact now comes from an 
Army medical officer, Colonel Yale 
Kneeland. Colonel Kneeland believes 
that medical progress has been slowed 
up, rather than furthered, by the war 
and that greater gains would have been 


(Continued on next page) 


ONE THING STANDS OUT sharp and clear throughout all the current 
peace negotiations. The big nations are hedging on their commitments so 
that they will not be blocked by the others in anything they might want to 
do. If one of the big nations ge to wage war rather than to accept change, 
there will be war. The world is up against the fact that no peace plan will 
work unless it is supported by a te ger enlightened conscience which 
can create sufficient moral force to curb evil doing. Such progress can be 
achieved not by official proclamations at the top but by a oie, spiritual 
awakening right where you and I are standing. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
V-E Day Brings Change 

With the ending of war in Europe have come many great historical changes 
that no intelligent Christian mind dare fail to realize. In the long past, 
France, Spain, Italy and Germany were the big nations, with Russia tad the 
United States playing minor parts on the plies, For of world interest. Today 
Germany, Italy and Spain are reduced to impotence, France and Britain are 
really second-rate powers, with China a distant third-rate force. Russia and 
the United States dominate the world in unquestioned supremacy of man- 
power, resources and industrial production,—Russia’s industrial power to be 
rebuilt rapidly and vastly expanded, ours at its peak. 

But here is the crux, the danger point for World War III. The financial 
power of the world is far out of balance with the military and physical power 
of nations. London, Paris and Dutch interests still crowd American financial 
interests to second place. Russia stands independently aloof because of her 
unique but extremely flexible and effective economic system. However, the 
British, French and Dutch no longer have the military power to protect their 
far-flung interests as during past centuries. Few Americans have any idea 
what tremendous pressure is being exerted to draw American interests closer 
to the old pre-war world structure, so that the empires of long-standing wealth 
and privilege may have physical force to protect and sustain them. 

Results of San Francisco 

Deep changes taking place in the pattern of world affairs are not apparent 
to most individuals. Strict censorship in Europe and carefully maintained 
camouflage at home keep the average citizen in the dark. The success of the 
San Francisco conference, insofar as it has been able to prevent any open 
break between the nations and prepare the way for continued building of the 
peace structure, is worthy of our gratitude. But we have been led to believe 
that the success of the San Francisco conference was achieved in spite of the 
stubborn, recalcitrant attitude of Russia; that only by great diplomatic skill 
have we been able to persuade the big bad boy Russia out of the cookie jar of 
ill-timed diplomatic misbehavior into proper parlor decorum. That popular 
impression is far from the truth. 

The success in San Francisco that is being heralded in London and western 
European capitals is the success achieved by the tory leadership of Europe and 
Britain in playing off American ideals against Russian policies—policies that 
cannot live beside the industrial and economic conservatism of European and 
British aristocracy without friction and an inevitable clash. The industrial 
and feudal aristocracy of Europe and Britain knows that it alone cannot stand 
off Russia. It is counting on American arms and American industrial power 
to curb Russia—in peace if possible, in war if necessary. 

The press and a of America, controlled directly and indirectly by large 
financial interests in America, are forced to deal softly and deceptively with 
this situation because the big financial powers of America are tied in with the 
established interests of Europe and Britain in profitable partnership. 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from center page) 

Neimoeller Free 

Word has come from several sources that Martin Neimoel- 
ler, famous German pastor long held in prison by the Nazis, 
has been released by American troops. While he has been 
greatly weakened by long confinement, his condition was com- 
paratively good, and he reports that he was not subjected to 
any personal torture by the Nazis during his eight years’ im- 
prisonment. His thoughts are all concerned with Germany's 
spiritual future and he said: “I believe that this future will 
be a great one in that our people now know that all false 
idealisms are worthless. There is no possibility for finding 
a new ideal base other than in the church. Nazism has been 
tried. Bolshevism is too much like Nazism to have a much 
better chance. There is only one way in the future... . and 
it is a tremendous challenge both to Catholicism and Protes- 
tantism not to let our people down at this moment.” 
From Inside Germany 

While vast publicity was given to the horrible treatment 
accorded prisoners, including Americans, by the Nazis, very 
little space was given in the press to statements issued by 
American Army officials that the extreme conditions of star- 
vation and neglect which characterized conditions found by 
American liberation had been caused largely by the chaos and 
destruction in Germany resulting from American and British 
air operations. While Nazi cruelty to slave labor, Jews and 
political prisoners is an unquestioned fact, it is also true, ac- 
cording to spokesmen of the American Army, that American 
prisoners had been for the most part well treated as far as 
the resources of the Reich would permit until our bombers 
had so completely demcralized transportation that food and 
fuel became unattainable. 
Monetary Agreements 

The reversal recently announced in financial circles of the 
American Bankers Association’s attitude toward the Bretton 
Woods international monetary plan means that much pro- 
gress has been made in the redemption of the private profit 
motive in the interests of international peace. Cooperating 
American financiers, in accepting the Bretton Woods plan, 
are proposing certain amendments that will further safeguard 
American interests—a wise step in view of the history of 
international banking. 
Hate Group Busy in America 

The organization called ‘Christian Americans, Inc.” which 
is operating throughout the South and which boasts of being 
anti-labor, anti-Negro, anti-Jewish and anti-Catholic, is se 
ing large sums of money to try to influence legislation 
in southern states and in other ways to control social trends 
in the South. Nearly $60,000 was spent just in Arkansas 
last year in an effort to secure passage of anti-labor legisla 
tion. Operations are now opening in Mississippi. Some 
states, however, refuse to permit the activities of this group. 
It is reported that the FBI has taken a hand in checking some 
more eeanbens manifestations of the group's ‘‘Americanism,”’ 
and we have seen some of its literature that could be traced 
almost word for word from issues of Dr. Goebbel’s pet pro- 
ductions. It would be interesting to know where the money 
spent by this group comes from. 
TVA Director Reappointed 

The reappointment by President Truman of David Lillien- 
thal as head of TVA gives the answer as to whether Truman 
will go “left of center” or veer toward conservatism. The 
question of Lillienthal’s reappointment had provoked one of 
the most vigorous conflicts in the present Congress. Con- 
gressional representatives of privately-owned utilities have 
been making a last ditch fight against widening Federal con- 
trol of public power by trying to block liberal-minded Lillien- 
thal’s appointment, hoping that another name more friendly 
to the private power monopoly might be substituted. 

The opponents of government-controlled power charge 
that we are drifting toward government monopoly of private 
property. The liberals answer that we are getting away from 


the private monopoly of public resources for private profit. 
But, in the end, is not the question a spiritual and moral one 
depending upon the moral character of the men in control 
through either public or private institutions? 


Behind the Labor Struggle 

The recent drive on Congress to put over a labor draft bill 
has proven to be a rather mysterious affair, if not a suspicious 
one. It is now openly admitted in Washington official circles 
that, at the very time that the War Department and represen- 
tatives of big business were pushing the labor draft bill, these 
same officials fully realized that huge cutbacks in war produc- 
tion were in the offing, making the bill entirely unnecessary. 
It is also revealing to learn that news of these giant cut-backs, 
releasing hundreds of thousands of workers from their jobs, 
were not permitted to be given national publicity but only 
appeared in the press locally where such lay-offs could not 
be hidden. Are the friends of labor in Congress correct in 
their insistence that the whole “draft labor” campaign was a 
giant hoax on the part of big business and big Army advocates 
to break the growing power of organized labor and to pave 
the way for post-war conscription? After all, labor unions 
have been quite generally opposed to conscription. 

An important labor battle is being fought in the giant auto 
industries over the right of foremen to organize. In the past, 
management has used its control over foremen as the front 
line trench for operations against the unions. With the move 
to include foremen in union groups, labor will be closing in 
on management to a very significant degree. Large sums are 
being spent by automobile manufacturers for expensive ads 
(deductible from taxes) to influence public opinion in favor 
of management’s fight against the right of foremen to seek 
collective bargaining status. 


War at Home? 

Nisei returning to the west coast have been met with hos- 
tility and violence, and these actions, say hate-filled threat- 
eners, are nothing compared to the outbursts of fury against 
Japanese-Americans which will be exhibited by war veterans 
on their return home. The veterans themselves, however, 
seem to feel very differently about the matter. 

The Christian Science Monitor recently reported that an 
American soldier, survivor of Bataan, encountered two Nisei 
in a San Francisco hotel lobby. Much to the surprise of on- 
lookers, the veteran and the Japanese-Americans calmly and 
peaceably compared notes on Japanese prison camps in the 
a and relocation centers in America. The point 
which concerned the soldier most deeply was whether the 
United States treats its war prisoners according to the prin- 
— of democratic government and humanitarian ideals, for 
which he fought, despite the very real temptation that exists 
to revenge Japanese atrocities. 

This Bataan soldier's concern—which is not a unique at- 
titude—typifies the difference in the thinking of the man who 
has served on the battlefronts and has been part of the death, 
suffering and brutality of war and hatred and the man who 
has stayed at home nursing his rancor and stirring up ill feel- 
ing among races. The veteran has no stomach for further 
violence and many Nisei remark that, of the people with 
whom they come in contact, soldiers are the most friendly. 
But home town terrorists do not hesitate to shoot at a fellow 
citizen, even although he wears the uniform of the United 
States Army, if he be of Japanese ancestry. 

Such an incident actually occurred not very long ago. Cor- 
poral Y. A. Kawamoto was visiting his brother-in-law, Minoru 
Ohasi, an honorably discharged Nisei veteran who had seen 
service in Italy, when a “night-riding patriot” fired two shots 
into Ohasi’s house. 

The War Department is being urged to issue warnings that 
the uniform of the United States must be respected no matter 
what the race, creed or color of the wearer. Such a warning 
would apply not only on the west coast, where Nisei soldiers 
are most apt to be found, but also in the South where Negro 
soldiers are sometimes threatened by white fascists. 





